
Name: ________________________________     Ms. Donahue 

 

English 11 Honors Summer Assignment 

 

Part 1: Book Choices 

 

• Select TWO works of literature from the 11th grade summer reading list. I encourage you 

to select at least one nonfiction title.  

 

• Practice active reading, and take notes on each book. You will use these notes to write 

an essay during the first weeks of school. Here are some suggestions: 

 

o Make Connections 

� Text-to-self connection: Do any of the characters, events or conflicts 

remind you of your own life experiences? 

� Text-to-world connection: Do any of the characters, events, themes or 

conflicts remind you of current or past events in society or the 

media? 

� Text-to-text connection: Are there any similarities between this text 

and a text you have read in the past or are currently reading? Explain 

in detail.  

o Ask Questions:  

� What questions do you have for the author?  

� Are you troubled by plot events or choices made by characters in this 

book?  

� Who is involved? What are they doing and why? What are some 

sources of tension? 

o Summarize:  

� What happened? What is essential to tell? What was the outcome?  

Who was involved? Why did this happen? 

o Excerpt Analysis: 

� Select a quote/excerpt from the text. Discuss the relevance of this 

excerpt to a character, theme, or conflict in the book.  

 

• For each book, complete ONE of the creative writing tasks below. This is due on the 

first day of class in September.  

 

o Craft a personal letter to the featured author. In your letter, discuss the 

author’s work and your feelings regarding his or her writing. Ask questions. 

Make bold statements. Have fun! 

 

o Write a poem in response to the reading. Be creative; the poem does not have 

to rhyme and does not have to be in any particular form. You may choose to 

focus on a theme, character, conflict or anything the readings bring to mind. You 

may also choose to write a found poem.   

 

o Write an original prose piece in response to the reading. This piece could 

develop a character, continue the plot, connect thematically, or simply be 

inspired by the book in one way or another. Enjoy the chance to write creatively! 



Part 2: The Crucible 
 

• Please read The Crucible, a play by Arthur Miller.  Copies of the play may be 

borrowed from the school or library. An electronic copy of the play is also available 

online. 

 

• Text-analysis Responses: This play consists of four acts. For each of the four acts, you 

will write a text-analysis of approximately 250 words. Each response will be due 

when we review specific acts in class (not on the first day of class), but you should 

keep notes and/or draft these responses as you read. I will provide exact due dates for 

each response when you report to class in September. You will have the chance to 

edit/revise your responses before you turn them in. In these responses, you will be 

expected to: 

 

a. Address one central idea presented in the act. An example of a 

central idea is: Fear leads to hysteria.  

b. Analyze how Miller develops the central idea using specific writing 

strategies (literary elements/devices and rhetorical strategies). Some 

include: conflict, characterization, symbolism, dialogue, imagery, 

allusion, allegory, metaphor, simile, irony, language use, setting, 

structure, symbolism, tone, theme, denotation/connotation, etc. 

 

• Personal Crucible Narrative: A crucible is a severe test or trial of one’s character. 

When have you experienced a crucible of your own? Perhaps it was a time when you 

faced physical, emotional, social, or academic difficulty. Perhaps it was a time when you 

had to prove your strength of character in the face of temptation and/or fear.  Discuss 

this event in a 1-2 page narrative (double-spaced). Not only will this assignment 

encourage you to make connections with the text, but it will allow me to get to know 

you better. The narrative is due on the first day of class in September. Please be 

prepared! 

 

 

RECAP: What will you submit on the first day of class? 

1. A creative writing piece for EACH of your two book choices.  

2. A personal crucible narrative.  

 

You should also be prepared to write an essay based on the summer reading books using 

your notes, and you will be expected to develop and refine your text-based responses 

throughout September.  

 

 

All work should be typed and organized. Please be prepared with the assignments by 

the time they are due. Good luck! Have an enjoyable, relaxing, and safe summer.  


